
Welcome to  

Our Planet Our Future  
 

Speaker Videos 
Visit www.sustainablestalbans.org  

or search for Our Planet Our Future  

on YouTube. 



About Our Planet Our Future 
Our Planet Our Future videos feature local speakers presenting 
interesting and sometimes novel perspectives about moving towards a 
more sustainable life and lower carbon economy. The videos record 
the Our Planet Our Future festival of ideas about sustainability. 
Rothamsted Research in Harpenden kindly hosted the event, which 
was compered by Susan Watts its head of communications.  

The festival’s Living Art Project was created using trees donated 
by Aylett Nurseries, with delegates hanging their sustainability 
pledges on parcel labels on these trees, which will be planted across 
the District.  

Our Planet Our Future opened Sustainable St Albans Week 
2018, organised by Sustainable St Albans and Friends of the Earth St 
Albans. 

Our Planet Our Future continues 
Through generous funding from The Harpenden Trust, we are 
able to make available videos of our speakers, on our website and on 
YouTube, for those who were unable to attend the live event. We are 
also extending its influence through Our Planet Our Future continues 
at The Harpenden Arms.  

Visit www.sustainablestalbans.org for details or search for Our Planet 

Our Future on YouTube.  

 
Sustainable St Albans is a registered 
charity (no. 1173118).    
 

It is our district, we love it, and we 
want to make it sustainable, so people 
can love it for generations to come.  
 

Together we find positive and creative 
ways to act locally to address the 
challenges of climate change, live more 
sustainably, and move towards, or 
transition to a low carbon economy.  

http://www.sustainablestalbans.org/


Watch our speaker videos now 
Suzanne Dolan Knowledge is power 
People everywhere are taking steps to reduce their carbon footprint. But what steps can you take to make the 

biggest difference?  
 

Heidi Mansell  Nature as the teacher 
Raising awareness of the fantastic green spaces in Harpenden and offering fun examples of how people can 

learn in nature. 
 

Charlene Clear  Imagining tomorrow's homes 
An insight into the near and distant future of new homes; energy, health and the role of technology. 
 

Stefania Estacchini Growing your home! 
Practical, real examples of bioclimatic home extensions designed to save energy for heating, cooling and lighting  
 

Ver Poets Poetry reading 
A selection of poetry readings by Juliet Troy and John Mole.  
 

Mike Wilkins Money Matters 
To avoid the catastrophic consequences of climate change, trillions are needed. But what makes The City invest 

in green initiatives?  
 

Cam Ross Investing in solutions  
Find out about a group of business angels using their experience and modest amounts of money to help green 

technology businesses. 
 

Rubina Raut Saving the planet once a month 
Hear about periods, taboos, environment and WUKA wear reusable eco-friendly period underwear. 
 

Melissa Painter Water, water, and not a drop to drink 
Why is a country known for grey skies and drizzle water-scarce in South East?  Find simple ways to save water to 

suit your lifestyle. 
 

Catherine Fenton The art of the matter 
Art can be an intriguing way to talk about environmental issues, drawing the viewer in through an instinctive 

response to imagery.  
 

Stephen Bown How many? 
How are human overpopulation and overconsumption endangering our climate and environment? Both must be 

addressed together. 
 

Darja Dobermann The Good, the Bad and the Bugly 
Everything you want to know about edible insects as food or feed; what’s good, what’s bad and what’s just plain 

old media hype. 
 

Davina Malcolm  Tikopia 

How an island community took action to maintain sustainability. 
 

Alister Barclay From A to B 
Active travel – walking, cycling, running, scooting – can offer massive benefits. We’ll examine barriers and how 

to overcome them. 
 

Karl Wilding Inspiring action - We count! 
We know change is needed, but how does change happen?  
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With grateful thanks to all our sponsors and supporters. 

Without their help this event would not have been possible. 

20/20 Eyecare, Affinity Water, Arbonne, Harpenden Directory, the staff of  

Southdown Coop, Parker and Vine, Wobbly Bottom Farm and a Locality Budget  

grant from Cllr Teresa Heritage  

 

With thanks to all the speakers and performers who took part in the event; 

the host Susan Watts who guided us through the day;  

students from Sir John Lawes School who volunteered on the day,  

including Archie Albone and Ellie Pannaman who filmed the event;  

Matthew Flowers for video-editing;  

students and staff of Heathlands School for Deaf Children, Sir John Lawes School, St Albans Girls’ School, 

and St Helens CE Primary School who prepared inspiring videos for the event;  

Harpenden Town Mayor, Cllr Rosemary Farmers who concluded the event;  

the selection committee who undertook the difficult task in sifting the great response to the call for 

speakers for the event: Carl Cheevers, Catherine Ross, Dan Fletcher, Deborah Atkins,  

Erin O’Rourke and Lesley Flowers;  

and the organising committee, who made the event happen:  

Adam Peters, Caroline Moran, Dan Fletcher, Deborah Atkins, Helen Cox, Lesley Flowers,  

Susheel Rao and Sofia Iqbal.  


